
Class Information Sheet 
PE  

5B and 5W will have  
PE every Tuesday.  

5dL will have PE every 
Thursday. 

We will also complete Move It 
sessions daily. 

They do not need to have a PE 
kit. Please make sure your 

child has sensible footwear on 
this day and any jewellery is 

removed.    

Homework 
The children will receive  

homework that links to their 
learning in class. This will be sent 

out weekly, on a Friday. 
 

Whenever we start studying a 
new spelling pattern or rule, we 

will send home a spelling list 
which will have the appropriate 

Year 5 spelling words on. 

Reading 
Please read together  

daily. Your child will be given 
the opportunity to change 

their books on a weekly basis.  
Please encourage your child to 

visit the local  
library.   

 

Water bottles 
Please provide your child with a 

water bottle. 
They need to bring it in on a 
Monday and we will send it 

home on a Friday so it can be 
cleaned. 

Dates for the diary 

Year 5 ‘Making Mechanisms 

Move’ museum—parents are 

invited to come and look around 

with their child between 2:30pm  

- 4:00pm on Thursday 2nd April. 

Any other questions please  

contact the school or your child’s  

class teacher.   

Class Information Sheet 

 Year 5 

Spring Term 

This Term our enquiry question is ‘How do mechanisms work in our 

world?’ 

This is a design and technology based topic. The children will be learn-

ing about mechanisms, how to make them and how they work. They 

will be designing, making and evaluating a variety of mechanisms such 

as catapults, moving toys and air propelled vehicles. 

Our science this term will be studying materials and their properties. 

We will link this to our topic by thinking about their suitability for differ-

ent mechanisms. We will also investigate soluble materials and look 

into irreversible changes. 



Topic Home Support Sheet– ‘How do mechanisms work in our world?

Key Vocabulary 

Mechanism A system of parts working 

together in a machine 

Cams A mechanism that usually 

consists of two moving parts  

Coil springs A helical spring 

made from metal 

Pivots The central point, pin, 

or shaft on which a 

mechanism turns or rotates 

Levers A rigid bar resting on a 

pivot, used to move a heavy 

or firmly fixed load  

Brief A set of instructions given to a 

person about a job or task  

Product An object that is man made  

possibly to sell 

Design A plan or drawing showing 

the look and workings of an 

object before it is made 

Evaluate To decide on the quality, 

value or importance of 

something 

Construct Build or make something 

Prototype A first or preliminary version 

of a device  

Sticky Knowledge
 Mechanisms have been around for many, many years! 

Different mechanisms have been created at different points 

in History. One of the first mechanisms invented was The 

Wheel, invented by cavemen (circa 3,500 BC).

 The design process for creating a new mechanism follows a      

general pattern of initial ideas, design, prototypes,          

evaluation, tweaking and the construction of the final     

 Catapults are more complex than you think! There are three 

main types:  Trebuchet, Mangonel and Ballista. They all   

propel objects through the air.

 Force and motion can be transferred through

devices such as gears, pulleys, levers and springs.

 Some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and

a smaller force to have a greater effect.
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Sticky Knowledge 
Mechanisms have been around for many, many years! 

Different mechanisms have been created at different points 

in History. One of the first mechanisms invented was The 

Wheel, invented by cavemen (circa 3,500 BC). 

The design process for creating a new mechanism follows a      

general pattern of initial ideas, design, prototypes,          

evaluation, tweaking and the construction of the final     

Catapults are more complex than you think! There are three 

main types:  Trebuchet, Mangonel and Ballista. They all   

propel objects through the air. 

Force and motion can be transferred through mechanical 

devices such as gears, pulleys, levers and springs. 

Some mechanisms including levers, pulleys and gears, allow 

a smaller force to have a greater effect. 

We will study a real life        

inventor. 

Name: Catherine Hettinger 

Mechanism: Fidget Spinner! 

• A fidget spinner is a toy that consists 

of a ball bearing in the centre of a 

multi-lobed (typically two or three) 

flat structure made from metal or 

plastic designed to spin along its axis 

with little effort.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


